Students have trouble reading mathematics, and worse, they often refuse to.
When working from a textbook, many students will attempt the exercises before
reading the section, and then only refer to the reading to look up examples that
mimic the homework problems they are working on. ”Problem Zero” is a simple
way to encourage students to read the material and organize it into information
that makes sense to them. A tiny idea, but one that works, and is easy to grade!



